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RESUME. - Une nouvelle longueur maximale pour Torphie com¬ 
mune Belone belone (Belonidae). 

Un specimen d’orphie commune Belone belone (Linnaeus, 
1761) a ete capture au large de la cote Molunat (Adriatique orienta- 
le, Croatie). Sa longueur totale LT = 103,5 cm represente la lon¬ 
gueur maximum signalee jusqu’a present pour cette espece. 
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Maximum length and maximum age are important theoretical 
parameters in fisheries science. Directly or indirectly, these mea¬ 
surements enter in most of the models used in stock assessments. In 
this sense, updating the maximum size of a species that might be 
commercially or recreationally exploited in the future gains impor¬ 
tance (Borges, 2001). 

The garpike, Belone belone (Linnaeus, 1761), is a pelagic spe¬ 
cies which lives close to the sea surface in the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean Sea. It feeds on small fishes, particularly clupeids 
and engraulids (Collette and Parin, 1986). 

The aim of this paper is to present new data on the maximum 
observed length and body measurements for the garpike caught in 
the Adriatic Sea. 

One specimen was caught off the Molunat (eastern Adriatic, 
coast of Croatia) (Fig. 1) by pole line, on 30 th June 2005. That spec¬ 
imen, subsequently measured to the nearest mm and weighed to the 
nearest g, is deposited in the Ichthyological Collection of the Insti¬ 
tute of Oceanography and Fisheries in Split (IOR-15). 

The main morphometric data (in mm) of the specimen are: total 
length, TL = 1035; standard length, SL = 940; fork length, FL = 
962; preanal length, Lpa = 729; predorsal length, Lpd = 720; body 
depth, Hmax = 59; head length, HL = 226; eye diameter, O = 23; 
and preorbital length, = 156. The weight of the specimen was W = 
1418 g. 

The observed total length is the maximum recorded length for 
the species Belone belone. Up to now, for the whole distribution 
area, the maximum TL, known from the literature was TL = 93.0 
cm (IGFA, 2001 and FishBase, Froese and Pauly, 2005). Soljan 
(1975). Milicic (1994) and Jardas (1996) consider TL = 90.0 cm as 
the maximum total length that B. belone may achieve. The maxi¬ 
mum published weight was 1300 g until now (Muus and Nielsen, 
1999). Increased body size may be linked to discrepancies in exter¬ 
nal morphological characters caused by parasitic infestation (Bauer, 
1961). However, the garpike observed had no apparent parasitic 
infection and presented morphometric measurements within inter¬ 
vals described for this species (www.fishbase.org). The uncommon 
growth observed could be the result of hereditary factors or some 
sort of glandular disturbance, a case which was also suggested by 
Borges (2001) for Macroramphosus scolopax. 



Figure 1. - Map showing the locality of catch (•) of Belone belone. [Carte 
indiquant la localite de capture ( 9 ) de Belone belone.) 
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